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ABSTRACT The research article abstract (RAA) has become an essential part of the research article (RA) and an
important genre to study. Despite various studies on cultural differences in the organization of RAAs, no study
comparing English and Turkish RAAs has been conducted. Motivated by this need, this paper presents a comparative
analysis of English and Turkish RAAs, with the aim of discovering whether abstracts by authors from different
cultural and linguistic backgrounds employ the same rhetorical strategies and linguistic realizations of rhetorical
moves. For this purpose, the generic structure of three corpora of RAAs was analyzed, following Swales’ model.
The results indicate that Turkish academic writers (TAWSs) closely follow North American abstract writing
conventions, yet they also remain faithful to the conventions of their local discourse community, conforming
closely to the M2-M3-M4 arrangement, indicating three obligatory moves in abstracts-Presenting the research,
Methodology, and Results.
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